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The Cleveland Museum of Art 

March 1, 1994 

NOH THEATER TROUPE FROM JAPAN EXPLORES ISSUES OF LIFE AND DEATH 

The Well of Ignorance^ a rare new Noh drama, was a runaway success in Japan last year. It 
opens its first U.S. tour at The Cleveland Museum of Art on Wednesday, March 30, 1994. 

Dr. Tomio Tada, a professor at Tokyo University’s medioJ school, based his play about 
medical ethics on both an ancient Chinese legend and a true contemporary story. In 1968 a 
Japanese doctor was accused of murder for taking a beating heart from a teen-age boy who was 
declared brain dead after an accident. No Japanese doctor has since dared to perform a heart 
transplant. 

The Well of Ignorance-m Japanese, Mumyo no /-is about a fisherman who is taken for 
dead and a critically ill young woman who receives his heart in a transplant operation. The spirit of 
the fisherman, who describes his death in chilling images, and the spirit of the young woman, who 
speaks agonizingly of her guilt, beseech a priest to lift the curse that falls on all associated with the 
tremsfer of the beating heart. Dr. Tada, noting cultural differences between East and West, 
observes, Tn the East, there is still no distinction between flesh and soul...even if the mind is gone, it 
is hard to accept that as death." Such issues, as well as medical concerns, prompted the Bioethics 
Network of Ohio to cosponsor the Noh performance with the Museum. Information about the 
Network’s symposium. In the Noh^ is enclosed. ^ 

Well-known actor and composer Cumas Hashioka leads twenty-two members of the famed 
Kanze Noh troupe of Tokyo to this country-to Cleveland on March 30, Pittsburgh (April 2), New 
York (April 5 and 6), and Washington (April 8). The play will be performed in Japanese, with 
English translations available. As is customary in the 600-year-old Noh theater, the intense drama 
will be accompanied by a traditional Kyogen comic play, The Melon Thief (Uri Nusubito). 

##### 

The Well of Ig^iorance March 30, 1994, 8:00 pm 

$30 nonmember; $25 Museum member; $7.50 student with ID. Tickets available through 
ADVANTIX at 1-800-766-6048 ($2.50 service charge) and at the Museum (no service charge). 

Free pre-performance lecture at 7:00 pm. Dr. J. Thomas Rimer, Chair, Department of East Asian 
Languages and Literatures, University of Pittsburgh. 


The 1994 U.S. tour is produced by the Japan Society, Inc., and supported in part 
by grants from The Japan Foundation and L & D International. Transportation 
for the national tour is supported by Japan Airlines. 


For additional information, please contact the Public Information Office, The Cleveland Museum of 
Art, 11150 East Boulevard, Cleveland OH 44106; 216/421-7340. 
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Registration 

Please register by March 18, 1994 

□ No. Members x $90 _ 

Symposium and reserved seating 
for performance for Museum mem- 
bers 

□ No. Non-members x $100 . 

Symposium and reserved seating 
for performance for non-members 

No. Students x $50 — 

Symposium and reserved seating for 
performance; photocopy of valid 
student ID required 

Total $ _ 


The Cleveland Museum of Art presents the 
US premiere of a contemporary Noh play, 
The Well of Ignorance, performed by actors 
of the Kanze Noh Troupe, Tokyo, on 
Wednesday, March 30, 8:00 pm. This Noh 
play provides a unique opportunity for 
discussion of Japan’s classical Noh 
Theater, which originated in the 15th 
century, and the controversial ethical 
issues surrounding organ transplants in the 
modern world. This event is co-sponsored 
by The Cleveland Museum of Art and the 
Bioethics Network of Ohio. 

The play. The Well of Ignorance, written by 
a practicing immunologist at Tokyo 
University, places these ethical issues in a 
traditional Japanese myth. A fisherman is 
knocked unconscious during a storm and 
thought dead. A wealthy family commis- 
sions a Chinese doctor to transplant the 
fisherman’s heart into the body of their 
daughter, who is severely ill. The unwitting 
heart donor is not alive enough to live yet 
not dead enough to die. 

Please join us at the Museum for this 
riveting play and symposium, offering a 
unique forum for experiencing the Noh 
Theater and discussing the cross-cultural 
ethics of organ transplants. 

The performance and symposium are part 
of the public programs for the exhibition 
Ukiyo-e: The Floating World Revisited, 
February 2 - April 3, 1994. The exhibition 
presents the golden age of Japanese prints 
(1781-1801) and includes works by the 
most famous Ukiyo-e artists. 


Registration includes admission to 
Ukiyo-e: The Floating World Revisited 


Name(s) to appear on registration badges 


Address 


City Stale/Zip 


Daytime phone 


Institutional affliation (if any) 

1. 2. 3. 

Breakout topic ( circle one ) 

Make checks payable to 
The Cleveland Museum of Art 


1:15-2:30 

General Assembly, Gartner Auditorium 

The Well of Ignorance: Reflections of the 
Playwright. Dr. Tomio Tada, Department of 
Immunology, Faculty of Medicine, Univer- 
sity of Tokyo 

Deadly Disputes: Struggles to Redefine 
Death in Japan. Margaret Lock, Professor 
of Anthropology, McGill University, 
Montreal 

2:30-2:45 Break 

2:45-3:30 Breakout topics. See reverse for 
a list of facilitators. 

Please choose one of the following: 

1. Japanese Culture and the Noh Theater 
A discussion of Japan’s Noh Theater and 
cultural attitudes toward death, and an 
introduction to Noh. 

2. Bioethics and Brain Death 

How do we define death? Who defines 
death? 

3. Body, Death and Values 
Different attitudes, values and cultures 
lead to different ideas about death. 

3:30-3:45 Break 

3:45-4:45 Gallery tours by Museum staff 
featuring related topics in the Asian and 
Western galleries 




All registration fees must be paid March 18. 
Registration will be first-come, first-served. 
Mail registration form to Noh Symposium, 

The Cleveland Museum of Art, Department of 
Education and Public Programs, 11150 East 
Boulevard, Cleveland, Ohio 44106. For 
information call 421-7340, ext. 464. 

Organized by the Portland Art Museum, Oregon. Support is 
provided by the National Endowment for the Humanities, a 
federal agency, the Ohio Arts Council, KOBE STEEL USA, INC., 
and the Mary Livingston Griggs and Mary Griggs Burke 
Foundation. 

Made possible by 
Continental Airlines 

The Ohio Arts Council, a state agency, was created to foster 
and encourage the development of the arts and to promote 
Ohio’s cultural heritage. Funding from the Ohio Arts Council 
is an investment of state tax dollars that promotes economic 
growth, educational excellence, and cultural enrichment for 
all Ohioans. 


Facilitators 


William Deal, Ph.d., The Severance 
Assistant Professor of the History of 
Religion, Case Western Reserve University 

Jeffery Frank, M.D., Director 
Neurointensive Care Unit, The Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation 

Suzanne Gay, Ph.d., Associate Professor of 
History and Japanese Studies, Oberlin 
College, Oberlin, Ohio 

George Kanoti, S.T.D., F.J. O’Neill Chair- 
man, Department of Bioethics, The Cleve- 
land Clinic Foundation 

Susan Orpett Long, Ph.d., Assistant 
Professor of Anthropology and Coordinator, 
East Asian Studies Program, John Carroll 
University 

Lee Makela, Ph.d., Associate Professor of 
East Asian History and Director of Asian 
Studies, Cleveland State University 

Brendan P. Minogue, Ph.d., Professor of 
Philosophy, Youngstown State University 
Ethics Center and Hospital Ethicist, 
Western Reserve Care System, Director, 

Hiroshi Mitsumoto, M.D., Department of 
Neurology, The Cleveland Clinic Founda- 
tion. 

Gabriel Palmer-Fernandez, Ph.d., Assistant 
Professor of Philosophy and Religious 
Studies and Associate Director, Youngs- 
town State University Ethics Center, 
Youngstown, Ohio 


Stephen G. Post, Ph.d., Associate Professor 
of Biomedical Ethics, Case Western 
Reserve University School of Medicine, 
Case Western Reserve University 

Roger W. Purdy, Ph.d., Associate Professor 
of History, John Carroll University 

James E. Reagan, Ph.d., Director, Center 
for Ethics, St. Elizabeth’s Hospital and 
Medical Center, Younstown, Ohio 

J. Thomas Rimer, Ph.d., Professor and 
Chair, Department of East Asian Lan- 
guages and Literatures, University of 
Pittsburg, Pa. 

Ann Sherif, Ph.d., Assistant Professor of 
Japanese, Department of Modem Lan- 
guages and Literatures, Case Western 
Reserve University 

Jacquelyn Slomka, R.N., Ph.d., Assistant 
Staff, Department of Bioethics, The 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation 

Martin L. Smith, S.T.D., Associate Staff, 
Department of Bioethics, The Cleveland 
Clinic Foundation 

Dr. Robert White, M.D., Ph.d., Professor of 
Surgery, Case Western Reserve University, 
Director of Neurosurgery and the Brain 
Research Laboratory, MetroHealth Medical 
Center 
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